
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do not be amazed! 
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. 

He has been raised; he is not here. 

  

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday  

of the Resurrection of the Lord 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm;  Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;    Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M & W ~  9:30am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm    Wed Night~ 5:30pm-7:30pm   Fr ~  9:30am-11:30am 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

4/2:  Acts 2:14, 22‐23   Ps 16:1‐2, 5, 7‐11 

  Mt 28:8‐15 

4/3:  Acts 2:36‐41    Ps 33:4‐5, 18‐20, 22 

  Jn 20:11‐18 

4/4:  Acts 3:1‐10    Ps 105:1‐4, 6‐9 

  Lk 24:13‐35 

4/5:  Acts 3:11‐26    Ps 8:2, 5‐9 

  Lk 24:35‐48 

4/6:  Acts 4:1‐12    Ps 118:1‐2, 4, 22‐27 

  Jn 21:1‐14 

4/7:  Acts 4:13‐21    Ps 118:1, 14‐21 

  Mk 16:9‐15 

  Mk 16:1‐7 

4/8:  Acts 4:32‐35    Ps 118:2‐4, 13‐15, 22‐24 

  1 Jn 5:1‐6    Jn 20:19‐31 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Easter Vigil ~ March 31, 2018 
7:30pm For the People of St. Sylvester 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 
7:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
9:00am For the People of St. Sylvester 
11:00am For the People of St. Sylvester   
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
8:30am Daniel Cawley 
Friday, April 6, 2018     
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Saturday, April 7, 2018 
5:00pm Zofia Soltys (1st Anniversary) 
 Cristino Gomez II 
 The Dupont, Kocher, Chin-Sang & 
 Acevedo Families 
 Freda Phelan 
 Jeff Walker 
 Frank Micucci 
Sunday, April 8, 2018 
7:30am Toscano& Cesarino Families 
 Robert Fontana 
9:00am Ellen Cribier (4th Anniversary) 
11:00am Matteo, Caravana & LoCascio Families 
 (Living & Deceased)                                                                                                                                                

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
Eva D’Amato, Robert Orlowski,  Nina Caravana,  
Martha Lee, Winnie Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob 
Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Jessica Deck, Rose Masucci, Baby 
Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Pam Filasky, Ken Terry, 
Brian Podlesny,  Roger Chin-Sang, Sasha  Medile, Baby 
Elliot Garay, Nef Nieves, Joanne Clarke, Richard Gross, 
Michelle Clark, Barbara Bruzzo, Ann Vidal, Laura 
Mockler, Diane Ruiz, Martha Benvenuto, Olivia Grace 
DeFeo, Joel Rivera, Miguel Durante, Rosemarie Pugliese, 
Diana Erickson, Frank Cayea, Dorothy Birdsall, Jack 
Frey, Michael Dolan , Baby Valentina Brescia, The 
Abano Family, Iris DelValle, Hilda Gonzalez, John 
Bennett, Julian Atz, Richard Broderick, Jim Dietz, Eric 
Bedell, Charles Lunstrum, Baby Madison Angamarca, 
JoAnn Brandi, Helen Gallagher, Donyell Gilkes 

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 

Dean Foster, Marie Tarantino 

We Pray 

The Bread & Wine 

used at this weekend’s liturgies 

are the gifts of  

the Zatwarnicki Family 

in loving memory of  

Edward & Gloria Vannuci 

  

The Candles 

used at this weekend’s liturgies 

are the gifts of  

The Zatwarnicki Family 

in loving memory of 

Edward Zatwarnicki  

& 

Betty Zatwarnicki 

There are still Masses available in the 2018 Mass 

Book.  Please make arrangements for Masses and 

Weekend Memorials through the Parish Office.  

The 2019 Mass Book will open the first week of 

June. 

  First Saturday Devotion  
                            

                           Come join us for   

                        song and prayer  

                as we pray the  

                     Rosary  

                      next Saturday,  April 7 at 9am 

in the Worship Room. 



Stewardship 
Gifts of Treasure 

 

  

March 25, 2018 
 

Regular ~ $10,909 

Renovation ~ $181       Solar ~ $18 

 Reflection 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen and is victorious over 

sin and death!  We are good stewards of faith if, 

like St. Paul, we share the good news whenever 

and wherever we can. 
 

Living Stewardship 
We are grateful for all stewards whose lives re‐

flect the joy of Christ’s Resurrection. 

Faith Direct 
  

It’s Easy    It’s Safe 
  

It’s the Way to Give! 
  

To learn about or enroll in this  
automated giving program,  

just log onto 
www.faithdirect.net 

and use our Church code 
NY285 

  

You’ll never have to worry about forgetting  
an envelope again!!! 

  

  
Designated Goal:                     $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:             $40,216.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                      61.1%  

Number of Donors to Date:                             102 

BAPTISM PREPARATION TEAM  
SEEKING ADDITIONAL TEAMMATES 

 
Do you have a strong faith?  Are you willing 
to share your faith with our parish’s parents 
and godparents?  Do you believe that the 
initiation sacrament of Baptism is an impor‐
tant part of our Christian call to action? 
 
Our Baptismal Preparation Team is seeking 
additional teammates to assist in preparing 
our families for Baptism.  Team members 
take turns speaking at our monthly Baptism 
meetings which are normally held on the 
first Monday evening of every month, so the 
commitment would be for one evening 
every few months.  The ministry, overseen 
by our Deacons and Baptismal Coordinator, 
Joanne Barry,  involves welcoming the  
parents and godparents and sharing your 
Catholic faith with those in attendance from 
a personal perspective.  Team members  
usually work in pairs, making it an ideal  
opportunity for married couples or friends 
to minister together, but it is not necessary. 
 
If you feel you are being called to this  
important and rewarding ministry, please 
contact Joanne Barry in the parish office at 
631‐475‐4506, ext. 102. 
  
  



Stewardship 
Resurrections of the Human Spirit 

 

Today we celebrate Easter, the Resurrection of Our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Most of us 
have a pre-set image of Christ in our heads, whether it be the sweet infant in the man-
ger, the benevolent  shepherd or the patient preacher and teacher.  These are all valid 
images for us, ones that we have held since childhood and can easily understand and 
accept.  However, it pays to remember that Jesus was not crucified because He was 
the fuzzy, loving, Good Shepherd — He was put to death because He was considered 
a radical and a threat to the status quo.   

Today, as Catholic Christians, we really celebrate the resurrection of an outspoken 
revolutionary who challenged and changed humankind with his teachings about God 
and how we should live our lives and treat one another.  His message was, and is, not 
a simple one to embrace.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan instructs us to offer help to those who need it, 
despite where they are from. In the Our Father, Jesus tells us to forgive those who have sinned against us.  We 
are not only to  forgive, but to turn the other cheek, be peacemakers, to use our talents, not bury them — the 
list goes on and on.  How is it that we can recognize Jesus’ lessons as the ultimate good that God expects from 
His children (us), and yet sometimes condemn, ignore or walk away from these issues in modern life?     

Mary is the Mother of the Church, Mary Magdalene was the first to discover that Jesus had risen, and many of 
the early Christian communities were run by women, and yet, 2,000+ years later, women are still not           
considered as men’s equals in many institutions around the world. Gun violence is rampant throughout our 
country and our children go to school in fear, and yet we allow it to perpetuate by our indifference or silence, 
and sometimes even discredit our young people and others who speak out.  We know as Christians we have an 
obligation to help the poor, the marginalized, the different — and yet we as one nation, under God, often turn 
our backs and pretend not to see.  Years ago I was watching a TV show about Harry Chapin, the singer and 
founder of Long Island Cares, and he said something that always stuck with me in referring to helping the less 
fortunate that “the rich won’t do it, the poor can’t do it, so it’s up to you and me to get the job done.”  Harry 
may be gone, but are we getting the job done? 

This Easter season, let’s work on little resurrections.  Our lives are stressful and harried, but deep down we 
know that true peace only comes through the Lord.  Maybe we can each do one thing, take one small step, to 
create a society and world worthy of the children of God that He truly wants us to be.  If we follow Jesus the 
radical, it won’t be easy — but it will be worthwhile.  It is up to all of us to heal the divisions among our   
communities, our nation and the world and foster a more joyful, just and peaceful way of living using one   
talent at a time.  This is what our baptism calls us to and what our Catholic faith expects of us.  

“We must examine our consciences as individuals, as a Church and as a society, asking for a healing of 
our own past sins against the sacredness of human life and our failures to recognize the dignity of others 

who, like us, are created in the image and likeness of God.”                                                   

  ~ Bishop John Barres, “The Dream and Our Deepest Truest Selves” 

EASTER BLESSINGS TO ALL!      

Lori Zito, Stewardship Director  



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Children’s Liturgy Of the Word 
  

We are happy to announce that we will be having Children’s Liturgy  
of the Word at the 11am Mass on April 8th and 22nd. 
  
Follow the directions of the priest when he calls the children forward to be sent to the      
Worship Room in the Parish Center.  Any child in Level 1 or above is invited to participate. 

                                                             

                   The Children’s Choir will rehearse in the Worship Room 
            next Sunday, April 8th at 9:45am and sing at the                   
            11am Mass.  If you have any questions,  please call  
            Teresa Baldinucci at (516) 662-2831. 

Faith Formation 

Attention Parents  
  

Registration will begin the week of April 16, 2018 for the coming year. 
(Please see next page for details) 

  

Do not wait until the last minute to complete the following requirements  
           as they are not easy to make up at a moment’s notice! 

  

In order for you to register your child for the next Level 
 your child is expected, with your assistance, to complete the following:   

 

                                        Mass Reflection Forms 
                                         4 Mass Reflection Forms for Level 1 

                                     6 Mass Reflection Forms for Levels 2 – 7 
  

                                 Masses are every weekend:  
                              Saturday at 5pm; Sunday at 7:30am, 9am & 11am  

 
  

Reconciliation 
    Celebration of Reconciliation at least 1 time each year for Levels 2 – 7 

  

Reconciliation is every Saturday at 12 p.m. in the Church. 
  Reconciliation cards are available in the Faith Formation Office & the Church. 

  

We ask you to work with us in making sure your child has completed the above  
requirements so that they can move up to the next level.   

If you have any questions, or need assistance,  
please call the Faith Formation Office at 631-475-4506, Ext. 118.    

The end is near. 
The time is now! 



Faith Formation 
Frequently Asked Questions About Faith Formation: 
  

When should I register my child in Faith Formation for First Holy Communion? 
Preparation for FHC is a two year process that begins when your child is in First Grade in 
School, so be sure to register them the Spring before. See days and times below. 
  

Can my child switch from another parish to St. Sylvester Faith Formation Program? 
Yes.  It is necessary to bring a letter of completion on the other parish’s letterhead           
indicating the years attended. 
  

What if my child has missed a couple of years of Faith Formation and now we want to 
get started again? 
No problem.  Call the Faith Formation Office at 631-457-4506 x 118 and we will be happy to 
help you. 
  

In Addition. . . 
A baptismal certificate is required for all first time registrations.  We will be unable to process your 
registration without this required certificate, so please be sure to bring it with you when you come 
to register. 
  
If you are not yet registered with St. Sylvester Parish, please register in The Parish Office before 
registering your child in Faith Formation.  The Parish Office hours are:  
Monday—Wednesday 9am-12pm & 1pm-8:30pm; Thursday & Friday 9am-12pm & 1pm-5pm;  
Sunday 9:30am-12:30pm. 
  

Registration Dates & Times 
 

   Monday, April 16          4:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
  
  

    Tuesday, April 17   4:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
  
       

  Wednesday, April 18   4:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
  

  

   Thursday, April 19   9:30 AM – 11:30 AM and 
         1:30 PM – 4:30 PM 

  

On-Line Registration  
will begin April 16th and run through April 29th 

Please go to www.stsylvesterli.org and click on Faith Formation and then Registration. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Faith Formation Ministry as a teacher/

catechist, please call 631‐475‐4506 x 118 or e‐mail: faithformation@stsylvesterli.org for more  

information. 



If you are a boy or girl in Fourth Grade or older and if you are         

interested in helping at Mass,  consider becoming an  Altar Server.   

Altar Servers serve one or two times a month, at the Mass your family 

usually attends.  Altar Servers serve in pairs or sometimes three at a 

Mass.  Duties of an Altar Server include carrying the Cross in the 

opening and closing Processions and leading the gifts to the Altar, 

holding the book for the Priest, assisting with Communion and other 

items that may come up seasonally.  You will receive training.   If you 

are interested in joining this Ministry, please call the Parish  Office at 

631‐475‐4506 ext. 118 and leave your name and phone  number and 

you will be contacted. 

Altar Servers 
 

 RCIA is for those who. . . 
 

•    Have never been baptized and are interested in becoming Catholic.                        

•    Are baptized non-Catholic but would like to become a member of the Catholic  community. 

•    Are baptized Catholic but never received Communion and/or Confirmation. 

•    Are struggling with questions about life, death, suffering, hope, forgiveness, love, God . . . 

•    Are Catholic and would like to be a member of the Team and help by sharing your faith, being a    

sponsor, or setting up hospitality. 
  

If you would like more information, please speak with Fran at 475-4506 ext 107.  

Faith Formation 
Congratulations & Easter Blessings! 

  
After many months of preparation  

Christopher Connolly, Stefanie Lomuto, Barbara Kedenburg & Miyhosi Schleicher  
were admitted to the  

Easter Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 
on March 31, 2018 at the Easter Vigil 

Julianna Sagginario celebrated Confirmation 

  

  

First Communion 



Parish Life 
The Week Ahead 

Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 

Happy Easter! 

Monday ~ April 2, 2018 

All Offices Closed 

Tuesday ~ April 3, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ EW 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

Adult Confirmation ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Wednesday ~ April 4, 2018 

Painting Class ~ 10am ~ PDH 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ~ 10am ~ East Wing 

Cancer Support Group ~ 1pm ~ Worship Room 

RCIA Inquiry ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Thursday ~ April 5, 2018 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

Social Justice Committee ~ 7pm ~ Clare House 

Friday ~ April 6, 2018 

Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 8pm ~ WR 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 

First Saturday Devotion ~ 9am ~ WR 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

Patricia Desmond Hall 
Come sample the delicious food from 
some great restaurants in Medford plus  
surrounding towns.  Bring your  
appetite! 
  

Tickets are $25 pp.  Look in next week’s 
bulletin for more details. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for our  
2nd annual “A Taste of Medford Plus” 

 

This is a great opportunity to fulfill  
service hour requirements for Confirma-
tion, National Junior Honor Society and 
National Honor Society.  Come be a part 
of this great night!  Event time will be 2 
hours.  You can volunteer for all or part 
of that time.  Opportunities include: 
Servers, Set up, Clean up, Bakers for 
Dessert, Drivers to pick up food and  
Raffle Table. 
If interested, please call Lori at 631-475-4506, 
ext. 115 or e-mail lzito@stsylvesterli.org 
 

 

There will be NO 8:30am Mass on         

Monday, April 2nd and Thursday, 

April 5th.  The 8:30am Mass on 

Tuesday and Friday, April 3rd and 

6th will be celebrated in the Church. 
 

Please note that all offices will be closed 

Monday, April 2nd. 

Hospitality Sunday 
  

  NEXT SUNDAY, April 8th 
after the  9am & 11am Masses. 

  

Come one, Come all! 
  

Enjoy delicious refreshments as you chat 

with friends, meet new ones and catch 

up on what’s happening. 



Continued 

From Our Bishop 



Diocesan News 

From Our Bishop 

Golden Wedding Jubilee Liturgy ~ This spring, couples that have been married fifty years or more 

will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, April 29th at the Church of St. Rose of Lima in Massapequa.  

Mass will begin at 2:30pm. To register, call our parish office at 631‐475‐4506 ext. 101 by April 13th. 
 

A Prayer Service Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

will take place Wednesday, April 4th, 7:30pm, at St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre.  Prayer, 

witness talks, Gospel, spirituals and homily by Bishop John O. Barres. 



Community News 
 

Bay Area Friends of the Fine Arts featuring the Bay Area Chorus presents in concert “The Gift of 

Life” today,  Sunday, April 8, 4pm, at the United Methodist Church of Patchogue.  Selections by 

John Rutter include “The Gift of Life—Six Canticles of Creation”.  Free will donations accepted. 
 

Preparing for Marriage? ~ Engaged Encounter is an effective Pre‐Cana program designed to provide 

you with the tools for a successful marriage.  Couples are given the opportunity to explore many as‐

pects of their relationship through a series of presentations, writings and dialog.  There are no group 

discussions.  Our next weekend will be at the Montfort Spirituality Center in Bay Shore,  

 April 13—15, 2018.  For information/registration please call Lenny & Pat Walker at 631‐563‐1032 or 

visit www.engagedencounterli.org 
 

11th Annual Great Brookhaven Cleanup, part of the Great American Cleanup™ , the nation’s largest 

organized cleanup, beautification and community improvement program, will take place Saturday, 

May 19th.   Once again, individuals and groups can participate.  Join good people doing great 

things . . .  and help us fight dirty!!  Please register online at brookhavenny.gov or call  

631‐451‐TOWN to explore your best option or participating in this worthy community event. 
 

The Patchogue unit o the Steuben Society is seeking new membership.  We partake in social events, 

educational programs and offer scholarships while cultivating & celebrating our Germanic heritage.  

Anyone interested may call the society at 631‐730‐5151 or e‐mail: steubensocietynatl@yahoo.com 
 

A Day for Wise Women! ~ at the Cenacle in Ronkonkoma, Saturday, April 21 from 10:30am—4pm.  

In the second half of our lives we honor one another and the wisdom we hold within.  Come join us 

as we pray together and celebrate who we are, and who we have become.  You must be at least the 

glorious age of 60 to participate!!  Presented by Sr. Mary Spratt and Valerie Dunne. Offering is $50, 

lunch included.  Call 631‐588‐8366 for more information or to register.  
 

Bereavement Support Group ~ St. Mary’s Parish in East Islip is offering a free 8 week support group 

for adults who are struggling to cope with the death of a loved one, which begins on Wednesday, 

May 9th from 7pm –9pm.  Registration is required.  Call 631‐581‐4266 ext 100.  In order to participate 

in this group, the death must have occurred prior to February 21, 2018. 
 

In the age of high cost health insurance, Hope House Ministries in Port Jefferson offers free individ‐

ual, couple, family and group counseling services by licensed professionals and interns.  We also of‐

fer psychiatric evaluations for medications.  In addition, Sr. Mary Ann Bazata, S.S.N.D offers free 

spiritual direction.  If interested, please call 631‐928‐2377. 
 

Send Me an Angel Workshop ~ Sunday, April 29 from 1:30pm to 4:30pm at the Cenacle Retreat    

Center in Ronkonkoma.  We all have a guardian Angel!  This workshop will be a healing time of 

spiritual alignment as we place our hopes, prayers and questions upon angels wings.  Through the 

integration of music, prayer and meditation, we will connect with the love messages and wisdom of 

God and explore questions at the center of our hearts.  Presented by Paul Alexander, LCSW.  Offer‐

ing is $35.  Call 631‐588‐8366 to register. 






